
Guidance for Parents: Understanding Your Child’s Independent Reading Level Range* 

*Descriptions based on ongoing work with Teachers College, Columbia University and CCSD teachers.   

 
Level 
Range 

Description Approximate 
Grade-level 

A-B 

Children who read A-B books are typically working on noticing that the pictures in 
their books have meaning and connect to the print on the page.  They are developing 
a match between the spoken word and the written word and understanding  that 
print goes from left to right on a page.  Being read to daily is of critical importance 
for these emergent readers.  As you read with your child, help him or her to notice 
the connection between the pictures and the print.  Try pointing under each word as 
you read simple books and invite your child to point with you. Reading the same 
books over and over again with your child will support fluency at later stages.  
Engage your child in conversations about the text, encouraging him or her to ask 
questions and make predictions.  Children benefit tremendously from engaging in 
books at higher levels when they hear them read aloud. 
 
Well-known examples:  Selected titles from Brand New Readers and Bob Books 
collections 

 
 

Kindergarten to 
early first grade 

C-E 

Children start by reading patterned books, pointing crisply under each word as they 
say it, often substituting a word that makes sense. Encourage your child to use the 
first letter to figure out what a word says and help him or her use the story and 
pictures to produce an oral text.  As your child moves through this range, you may 
notice that he or she ceases finger-pointing except for hard words.  Children at these 
levels know 25-50 sight words and can use meaning, letters, and syntax to predict 
unknown words.  In school, they read many books a day, multiple times.  They can 
tell you what happened and have ideas about characters, especially with the books 
read aloud to them daily.  Continue to read aloud to your child each day.  Note that 
books for read aloud need not be leveled.  Often, children learn a great deal about 
comprehension by engaging in books at higher levels when they hear books read 
aloud. 
 
Well-known examples:  Selected titles from Brand New Readers  and Bob Books 
collections 

 
 

Early to mid-first 
grade 

F-H 

Children at these levels read stories that are more complex so it is important that 
they become active readers; retelling story events, thinking about why things 
happen, and responding. Their books will contain hard words.  When they get to a 
hard word, children will think about parts of the word (beginning letters, word 
families, endings) and then what makes sense.  Most children at these levels know 
many sight words and read in phrases.  They respond to punctuation and are 
working towards intonation and expression.  Encourage your child to re-read books 
with the goal of fluent reading in mind.  Series books often provide an opportunity 
for children to re-read many of the same words and learn more about familiar 
characters in a new story.  They can also help children predict and notice the writer’s 
style.  Continue to have conversations with your child about the books he or she 
reads alone and the books you read together.  Having your child read aloud to you 
AND reading any level of text aloud to your child should be part of your daily routine. 
   
Well-known examples:  Buzzzz said the Bee, Itchy, Itchy Chicken Pox , Biscuit, Puppy 
Mudge and and Froggy series 

 
 

Middle to late 
first grade 
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I-K 

Readers at these levels are ready for deeper comprehension and increasing amounts 
of text on the page.  You may want to point out that books like Frog and Toad have 
chapters connected by a character or a theme.   You’ll see even more series books at 
these levels, which support readers by providing familiar characters and settings 
across several titles.  Readers get to know characters well as they read multiple 
books in a series.  In school, readers at these levels start jotting (using post-its) 
information about characters, problems, etc.  They use that jotting to say what they 
are thinking as they enter a new chapter in a book and/or have conversations with 
peers.  Encourage your child to begin thinking about how chapters connect and why.  
Reading rich, varied books with your child should still be a part of your daily routine. 
 
Well-known examples:  Frog and Toad, Poppleton, Henry and Mudge and Nate the 
Great series 

Late first to mid-
second grade 

L-M 

At these levels, readers need to carry meaning across longer texts to see how the 
whole book fits together as one story.   Asking your child questions about the 
problems characters face in his or her books and how those problems are resolved 
can make for some interesting conversation.  These discussions will support your 
child’s developing comprehension.  In these books, main characters may have 
feelings that change but their traits typically stay consistent.  There are many multi-
syllabic words and words that may not be a part of a child’s spoken vocabulary.  As 
always, reading to and with your child will help to support vocabulary development 
and comprehension skills.   If your child wants to read to you, encourage it but don't 
force it.  Reading to your child should still be a part of your daily routine.  Setting 
aside more time for reading will be important as your child moves into longer texts.   
 
Well-known examples:  Amanda Pig, Pinky and Rex, Bailey School Kids  and Junie B. 
Jones series 

 
 

Middle-second 
to early third  

grade 

N-Q 

At these levels, readers typically deal with multi-dimensional problems and 
complicated characters.  The plot takes twists and turns and characters have many 
layers.  Readers at these levels can think about the traits and motivations of several 
characters, the problems each encounters, and the solutions each devises.  These 
readers can speculate over what the author is trying to say, entertaining several 
possibilities. Discussing characters, plot lines and possibilities can help your child 
make relevant connections to personal experiences in order to come to a deeper 
understanding of the text.  Making time for extended periods of sustained reading at 
home will help your child to build stamina for these longer, more complex stories. If 
your child wants to read to you, encourage it but don't force it. Both having your 
child read aloud to you from his or her independent level books and reading aloud to 
your child, from any level of text, could still be a part of your daily routine. 
 
Well-known examples:   Amber Brown, Fudge  and Wayside School series 

 
Early third to 

mid-fourth grade 
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R-T 

In these levels, readers need to follow an evolving plot line and setting, which may 
become an influencing force for the characters and plot.  Characters become more 
complex and traits are not explicitly stated in the text.  These books may deal with 
more complex themes and issues.  Readers will encounter more sophisticated 
vocabulary and figurative language.  Have regular conversations with your child 
about what he or she is reading.  Make sure your child still has time for extended 
periods of sustained reading at home.  Building stamina and fluency will prepare 
your child for dealing with the challenges of higher-level texts.  
 
Well-known examples:  Charlotte’s Web, Stuart Little and Bridge to Terabithia 
 

 
Mid-fourth to 

mid-fifth 
grade 

U-Z 

These readers are now able to read some of the authors they’ve heard read aloud 
for years, like Katherine Paterson and Jerry Spinelli.  They’ll have those great book 
talks in their own minds as they read and will be itching to talk about what they 
notice authors doing, and the significance in authors’ choices. “Why’d she decide 
to start it like this?” “To name him that?” “To repeat that image?” “To use italics?” 
Books at these levels are typically quite lengthy, having 200 pages or more with 
several chapters.   They have sophisticated themes and complex stories, with 
several plot lines in some cases, which require deeper thinking and increased 
stamina.  These books are typically written for older readers and tend to take an 
adolescent view.   Readers will encounter more sophisticated vocabulary and 
longer, more complex sentences.  Continue to make time for reading in your 
household and encourage your child to have conversations about his or her 
reading life.  Speaking with peers who share the same reading interests can be 
particularly motivating for adolescent readers. 
 
Well-known examples:   
U-W - The 39 Clues series, P.S. Longer Letter Later, and the Harry Potter series 
X- Z - Harlem Summer, My Brother Sam Is Dead,  and The Time Machine 
 

 
 

Late fifth 
through 

eighth grade 

Adult 
Literature 

 Mid-eighth 
grade and 

above 
 


