
HORACE GREELEY HIGH SCHOOL   Academic   Honesty   Statement                                                    
 
At Horace Greeley High School, we are proud to uphold a culture of academic honesty, in which both as individuals 
and a community we recognize the values of integrity and authenticity in the learning process.  We believe that 
academic honesty is a shared responsibility for students and teachers, and we remind ourselves of this responsibility 
at the start of each year, by way of this document.   
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

• Student work should reflect only that student’s own efforts, unless explicitly permitted otherwise by the 
teacher. 

• Students should realize that demonstrating integrity is something that must be worked at consistently.  
• When students are uncertain about appropriate academic behavior, they should seek the advice of their 

teachers.   
• If a student is feeling pressured to behave in academically dishonest ways, it is the student’s responsibility to 

speak to his/her teacher or counselor. 
 
TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

• Teachers should present educational materials to students in an intellectually honest way and to evaluate 
students in a consistent and fair manner.  

• Teachers should establish clear expectations for academic honesty within the framework of their classes and 
the school as a whole.  

• Teachers should hold students accountable when they become aware of an instance of academic dishonesty 
and follow the guidelines established in this document.   

• Teachers and counselors should make themselves available to students who wish to report or discuss issues 
of academic dishonesty.  

 
PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES:  
 
While the primary responsibilities for academic honesty in school lie with students and teachers, we recognize that 
parents play an important supporting role.  Parents should, therefore, understand the dangers of making the 
product more important than the process and they must recognize the line between helping and doing.  For 
example, while it is entirely appropriate for a parent to ask his/her child questions about an essay he/she might be 
writing, it is far less appropriate for the parent to edit that essay.   
 
DEFINITIONS and EXAMPLES: 
 
Cheating in school is an act of dishonesty undertaken to gain an academic advantage.  Plagiarism is taking someone 
else’s work or idea and passing it off as your own without proper citation. Examples of cheating and plagiarism 
include (but are not limited to): 
 

- Copying answers, homework or an essay directly from another student, the internet or other sources, and 
handing the work in as your own 

- Dividing a homework assignment among a group of people and sharing answers, unless the teacher 
explicitly permits doing so 

- Failing to cite sources appropriately  
- Looking at someone else’s paper or notes during an assessment (without explicit permission from a teacher) 
- Using a cell phone or other prohibited device to get answers during an assessment 
- Asking for answers or information about an assessment from somebody who has previously taken or seen 

the assessment 
 
 



 
CONSEQUENCES: 
 
It is expected that all students be familiar with the entire range of potential consequences outlined in the Student 
Code of Conduct.  The following is intended to clarify (but not limit) the likely outcomes in cases of academic 
dishonesty:  
 

- First offense:  The student may receive a zero on the assignment and the teacher may notify parents, school 
counselor, and/or assistant principal. 

- Second offense: The student will likely receive a zero on the assignment and parents may be called to school 
to meet with student, teacher and/or a principal to determine which of the further consequences outlined 
in the Student Code of Conduct may be most appropriate.  

- Third offense: Student will receive a zero for the assignment and will be called to a meeting in school with 
teacher, parent, and principal, at which time the discussion of potential consequences may go significantly 
further (such consequences may include an impact on the course grade, the possibility of removal from 
class, removal from extracurricular activities and academic honors, and/or suspension from school). 

 
DISCLOSURE OF RECORDS: 
 
In the case of repeated or pervasive dishonesty, the administration reserves the right to disclose information 
regarding a student’s academic infractions if the school believes those infractions call a student’s academic 
record/standing into question. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
I have read and understand this statement on academic honesty, the expectations it places on me, and the 
consequences I may face should I fail to live up to those expectations.   
 
 
 
Student Signature  Student Name       Date 
 
 
 
FOR 9th GRADERS ONLY:  I have reviewed this document with my child. 
 
 
 
Parent Signature  Parent Name       Date 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


