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Greeley’s Counseling Department Newsletter 

Sophomore Parents: 
 

On Tuesday, February 6th at 7pm, the counselors will be hosting a night meeting for all 
sophomore parents at the high school regarding course selection and standardized testing. 
Parents should go directly to the following rooms based on their child’s assigned         
counselor: 
 

Ms. Colpa & Ms. Kenny  Auditorium 
Ms. Mullen & Mr. Lander  Academic Commons    
Ms. Petrillo    ilab 
Mr. Brennan    K - 110 
Mr. Dougherty   Cafeteria 
Mr. Dunphy    J 201-202 
  

Course Requests For Next Year 
 

 

It’s that time again! The 2018-2019 Decisions course description book is now available on 
the Counseling Department website. Decisions provides detailed information about the 
wide variety of courses that our students can choose from, as well as graduation             
requirements. All students and parents are encouraged to review the Decisions Book at the 
link below:  
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AKvLUs1yoZuu25SbUE9CWpAk6W350scjGU3u-_UBrHk/export?format=pdf  

 
The plan outlined below is designed to meet the needs of all students within the given time 
constraints. Recognizing the time limitation, counselors are not able to have individual 
family meetings regarding course selection. Please feel confident that this time tested    
process allows students and parents ample time for course consideration and review. 
 

 

Course Selection for current Ninth and Tenth Graders… 
 

Counselors will be meeting with ninth and tenth grade students in small groups to discuss 
course requests for next year. The student’s assigned groups are reflected in their second 
semester schedules. On February 7th, students will be able to log into the Infinite Campus 
Portal to view the courses that their teachers have recommended for them. Students are 
then expected to speak with their teachers, their parents, and their counselors, as well as 
consult the Decisions Book online.  
 
The counselors will be available in the Upper L Computer Labs from February 8th through 
February 16th to answer any questions students may have.  
 

Course Selection for current Juniors… 
 

Students may begin independently entering their course requests into the Infinite Campus 
Portal on February 8th. The counselors will be available to meet with juniors throughout   
the day in the Upper L computer labs beginning on February 8th through February 16th 
regarding course selection. All students must enter their requests by the strict February 21st 
deadline.  
 

 

Counselors 
 

Rebecca Mullen, 
Chairperson 

 
Tinuke Colpa, 
Co-Facilitator 

 
John Brennan 

 
Patrick Dougherty 

 
John Dunphy 

 
Bernadette Kenny 

 
Conor Lander 

 
Christine Petrillo 

 
Kelly Sposito 

(on-leave) 
 

Clinical Staff 
 

John Alkalay 
Psychologist 

 
Carolyn D’Agostino 
Student Assistance  

Counselor 
 

Stephanie Lia 
Psychologist 

 
Patrick McAuliffe 

Psychologist 
 

Amy Valentin 
Social Worker 

 
Coordinator of  

Student Life 
 

Linda 
Ryan-Dehejia  

 
Nurses 

 

Kathy Brehm 
Christina Ahern 

 
Counseling Dept. Hours 

 

7am-3pm 

H G 
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SCHEDULING TIMELINE 
 
Jan. 31st: 9/10 Groups begin meeting 
  (Students should see their second semester schedules for the date and time of their group)  
 
Feb. 7th: Students can view their teacher recommendations and have access to input their course  
  requests into the Infinite Campus Portal.  
 
Feb 8th-16th: Counselors will be available in the Upper L  
  Computer Lab to help all students enter their course requests into the Portal. 
 
Feb. 21st:    The last day that students can enter courses requests into Infinite Campus. Students will be 
  locked out of the portal after this date. 
 
 
Junior College Meetings 
 

Junior families are welcome to make their “college meeting” appointments anytime between now and May. 
Please remember, if students have not yet registered on Naviance Family Connection they must see Mrs. 
Campana in the Counseling Office ASAP. Also, students MUST hand in their Junior Questionnaire Form  
prior to the scheduling of their family meeting. This form is available on the Student Life Canvas Page. 
 

Student Athletes  
 

If you plan on playing Division I or II sports in college, you must register with the NCAA at the link below 
and click “register to become a student athlete.” After registering, please stop by Mrs. Campana’s desk in the  
Counseling Office to have your transcript officially sent to the NCAA. Please remember to review the         
Decisions Book for information on NCAA approved courses.  
 

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/ 
 

Seniors & Financial Aid 
 

SUNY's Financial Aid Days are offered as a service to all prospective college students and their families. The programs 
are designed to answer questions and provide assistance regarding the financial aid application, types of aid available, 
and the award process. Forty-six programs across New York State will be offered. Many campuses will provide hands-
on assistance from SUNY financial aid professionals in completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). The FAFSA is required for all financial aid, including New York State assistance. Please visit the link below 
for more information: 
 
https://www.suny.edu/attend/events/ 
 
The Horace Greeley Scholarship Fund 
 

In an effort to more closely align their process with the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) the Horace 
Greeley Scholarship Fund (HGSF) is now available. The HGSF requires that applicants submit their CSS Profile and 
Federal Tax Returns for 2015 and 2016 by March 15, 2018. The balance of the application is due no later than June 15, 
2018.   
 
You are eligible to apply for this scholarship if you:  
 

 Are a senior at or a graduate of the Chappaqua Central School District’s Horace Greeley High School  
 Wish to pursue your education beyond the high school level  
 Have been accepted by a qualifying undergraduate institution  
 Have applied and qualified for need-based financial aid at the college/university you plan to attend 
 
Additional information and the application can be found at the link below: 
 
https://www.hgsf.org/application/    
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Reminders for Seniors 
 

 Over the course of the next several weeks and months you will be hearing decisions from the colleges. It is 
VERY important that you let Mrs. Campana and your counselor know about these decisions as soon as 
they become available. 

 
 Any seniors who have been accepted to colleges they know they will not be attending should withdraw 

from those colleges as soon as possible. This is especially true at the large public universities with rolling            
admissions such as Michigan and Indiana. Students should withdraw by e-mailing or calling the college      
admission’s office and simply indicating that they would like to withdraw their application. 

 
 Mrs. Campana will be sending all of the midyear grade reports to colleges automatically. Seniors do not 

need to request that they be sent. 
 
 Seniors are responsible for notifying colleges of any changes in their second semester schedules.   
 

 

SENIORS 
 

What Should I Do If I Get Deferred? 
 
This is a question counselors are often asked in the middle of December when seniors who have submitted 
early decision/early action applications, receive replies from colleges.  
 
If you are deferred, here is our best collective advice:  
 
Most importantly, understand that excellent first semester grades will do more than anything else to enhance 
your chances.  
 
Tell your counselor about the decision. We are typically not informed of decisions by the colleges until well 
after you are.  
 
Thoroughly read the letter from the college. Often they will make suggestions about what you should or 
should not do to enhance your chances. You may also find suggestions on their website. Follow their           
instructions carefully. If they say, for example, not to submit additional recommendations, don’t do it.  
 
If the college encourages you to submit additional information, you should write a letter reaffirming your 
strong interest. In this letter, you might also update the admission committee on any new information that is 
relevant in your academic, extra-curricular, or personal world, but don’t feel you have to do this if there really 
is nothing new.  
 
Additional letters of recommendation are usually not necessary or helpful. Admission counselors consistently 
tell us that supplemental letters are only helpful if they provide new information that other writers have not 
brought forth. Too often supplemental letters simply repeat the same themes that previous writers have       
provided.  
 
If you are feeling some anger toward the college, put it aside. Stating that I can’t believe I didn’t get accepted 
will be perceived as arrogance, not confidence. Instead, really think about why the college is a great fit for you 
and explain that as best you can.  
 
Meet with your counselor to review all other options. Remember that there are several good schools for you.  
 
A word to parents: Resist the temptation to contact the admission staff directly which can reflect negatively on 
the student. Any communication should be between the student and the college.  
 


